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J ohn Gray, Jr. 86 of Memphis, TN passed away August 22, 2017. He was born on

December 28, 1930 in Memphis to John and Pettie Gray. He attended Pentecost
Garrison school for boys; graduated high school from Christian Brothers College

and graduated with a BA from Southwestern/Rhodes College in 1953, where he was a

member of the Kappa Alpha Fraternity and continued his membership for 50 years.
John entered the United States Navy in November 1953, where he attended Officer

Candidate School as an Ensign in Newport, RI and retired from the Navy in 1979 as a
Captain. His father, John Gray, Sr. was the owner of John Gray’s Big Star at Madison

and McLean, when John was born he changed the name to John Gray and Son Big

Star, they owned and operated the store from 1929 – 1995. After retiring from the
grocery store John received his Master’s in accounting from the University of

Memphis and taught evening classes in accounting at State Tech Institute and worked
with Crye Lyke as a realtor. John was preceded in death by his parents and his wife of

50 years, Flo Kathryn McDuff Gray. is survived by his children Johnny W. Gray, III

(Susan), Kathy Gray Savini (Paul), Lisa Gray Foley (Chris); grandchildren Noah Gray,
Lauren Gray Westwood, Laura Gray Holtzclaw, Paul Savini, Jr. Carolyne Rogers, John

Foley, Katy Foley and eleven great grandchildren. A funeral service will be held on
Friday, August 25 at 12 pm at Lindenwood Christian Church, 2400 Union Avenue,

Memphis, TN 38112. The family will receive friends prior to the service beginning at
11 am. Burial will be in Elmwood Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be

made to Lindenwood Christian Church, Memphis Union Mission or

MIFA.  “Celebrating Life….Behind the Stone Wall.”
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GG Greg Griffin posted:

I worked at John Gray & Son Big Star thru high school and then somewhat beyond. I continued to

shop there until the store closed. One of my favorite memories is the day that my Mother and I along

with my Daughter and Granddaughter (four generations) were shopping and talking with Mr. Gray,

SR, John JR, and Johnnie, III (three generations) – a true Family business. I also shared the Navy

Reserve with him although in different units. I know at least two of us who worked there in our youth

retired as Master Chiefs. Each morning when I am walking for exercise, I talk with God during my

walkin’ and talkin’ prayers. I always conclude by thanking Him for my mentors. The Gray Family is

certainly one of my mentors. Please know that you are in my prayers. Rodger Aitken Memphis

Tennessee

August 25 at 9:06 AM

MS Mark Savini posted:

To the Gray Family….Very sorry for your loss. Very blessed to have a father who was a devoted

family man. No doubt he and Flo are together again…smiling down on the family they created and left

behind. Good Luck and God Bless this week as you gather to celebrate his life and carry on the

legacy he provided to all of you. Lets Hope he is in a better place…..

August 24 at 3:14 AM

MR Martha Roper posted:

My love to Lisa, Kathy, and Johnny and all the grandchildren. John will always be in my heart. He was

so very special. We had good times together. I shall always remember him. Much love, Martha Roper

August 23 at 10:22 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring John by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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